DEATH   OF  M.  DE  HANSKI      261
better wait until she writes to him again, when he begs for the assurance that her existence will henceforward belong to him, and that no cloud will ever come between them. He is alarmed about her anxiety on the subject of her letters. They are quite safe, he says, kept in a box like the one in which she keeps his. " But why this uneasiness now ? Why ? This is what I ask myself in terrible anxiety!" He finishes with " Adieu, my dear and beautiful life whom I love so much, and to whom I can now say c Sempre medesimo.' "
Madame Hanska, in reply to this letter, objected strongly to the breach of " les convenances " which would be committed if Balzac came to see her early in her widowhood; and it was not till July 17th, 1843, that he was at last permitted to meet her in St. Petersburg, and then he had not seen her since his visit to Vienna, eight years before.
However, he was now full of happy anticipations, and it was with the greatest enthusiasm that he looked forward to the appearance of " Les Ressources de Quinola," which had been accepted by the Od^on, and on which he founded the most extravagant hopes. The long night of trouble was nearly over, and a late happiness would dawn upon him, heralded by a brilliant success at the theatre, which would not only free him from debt, but would also enable him to offer riches to the woman he loved.
At the first hearing of this play in the green-